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While the Alamo is the most famous of the five San Antonio missions, the other historical structures also have interesting stories to tell. From 1700 onwards, the Spanish tried to spread Christianity in the region, which was then part of Mexico. The Indians faced struggles of their own, including conflicts with
other tribes, drought, and famine. While the Spaniards were eager to find new converts, most of the Indians were especially interested in just staying alive. Over time, the mixing of their cultures served as one of the building blocks of modern Texas. In 2015, all missions were designated as historically
important UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 01 of 05 TripSavvy / Vincent Mercer Long before the historic battle the Alamo was known as San Antonio de Valero. Originally built in 1744, the mission served as headquarters for Spanish efforts to convert the tribes in the area to Catholicism. In addition to the
religious goals, the Spanish missionaries hoped to turn Native Americans into productive members of Spanish society. They taught them forging, farming, masonry and carpentry. The structure did not come to be known as the Alamo until it was taken over by a group of Mexican soldiers known as The
Alamo Company - they were from the city of Alamo de Parras. The Battle of Alamo in 1836 cemented its place in texas history. The Texans lost that battle to the much larger Mexican army led by General Santa Anna, but the battle cry Remember the Alamo helped push the rebels to victory. Admission is
free, but the tour (using a radio headset) gives you a much better sense of the history of the building and the artifacts on display. Located in the heart of downtown San Antonio, the site gets very crowded by noon. Try to arrive as early as possible. Unlike the other missions, the Alamo is not part of the
National Parks Service. It is currently controlled by the Texas General Land Office and run day by day by the Daughters of the Republic of Texas. Continue to 2 out of 5 below. 02 of 05 Buyenlarge/Getty Images Founded in 1755, Mission Concepcion was the flashiest of all missions in the early years. It
was covered with colorful frescoes and geometric designs. While the exterior paintings have faded beyond unrecognizable, some of the indoor frescoes offer a glimpse of the church's original glory. The oldest church in the United States that has never been extensively renovated, Mission Concepcion
owes much of its lifespan to the fact that it was built directly on the foundation, and the walls are more than 40 inches thick. Admission and tours are free. For families, nearby Concepcion Park is a nice place to picnic or let the little ones off some steam in the Continue to 3 out of 5 below. 03 of 05 Gabriel
Perez/Getty Images The largest of all San Antonio missions, Mission San Jose is sometimes referred to as the queen of missions. Built in 1720, the mission mission in the 1780s become an important social center. It was home to up to 350 Indians, who worked in the surrounding fields and cared for
livestock. The scale of the operation caught the attention of Apache and Comanche tribes, who would periodically steal some of the cattle. However, the mission itself was built with tall, thick walls that helped ward off most intruders. In addition to its sturdiness, the mission has beautifully ornate detail
work, such as the Rose Window near the southern wall. The building was thoroughly renovated in the 1930s to restore its original design. Rangers lead free tours seven days a week at 10.m., 11.m., 2 p.m.m and 3 p.m..m. No entrance fee will be charged. Mission San Jose also serves as a visitor center
for all four missions that are part of the National Park Service. You can pick up brochures here and get more information about the other missions. You can also watch a 30-minute film, Gente de Razon, which gives an overview of daily life in the missions in the 1700s. For those who don't mind walking a
bit, you'll also have access to the Mission Reach section of the San Antonio River Walk from Mission San Jose. The eight-mile route weaves through nature trails and picnic areas and provides easy access to three other missions. Continue to 4 out of 5 below. 04 of 05 TripSavvy/ Vincent Mercer



Completed in 1756, Mission San Juan originally served as an agricultural hub for the area. In the fields around the mission, Indians grew grapes, melons, peppers and sweet potatoes. Some fields even had irrigation systems. By the 1760s, more than 200 Indians lived on the site, helping to make the
operation virtually self-sufficient. This thriving agricultural enterprise helped the mission survive through several lean years and large smallpox epidemics. Part of the irrigation system has been restored so that modern visitors can see how this early innovation worked. There are no fees associated with
access. In addition to watching the mission, you'll take a hike on the Yanaguana Trail, which leads to the San Antonio River. The area is allowed to return to its original state, so it is full of birds, as well as native plants and trees. Continue to 5 out of 5 below. 05 of 05 Witold Skrypczak/Getty Images Built in
1756, Mission Espada played an important role in teaching the Indians professions such as forging, weaving and carpentry. In the end, the mission also produced its own bricks and tiles. In nearby fields, Indians tend to have crops such as corn, peaches, beans and melons. The mission has a well-
preserved part of the original acequia irrigation system, including an aqueduct and a small dam. The acequia is the oldest irrigation system in the country that has been in continuous use. Mission Espada a distinctive look thanks to the three-bell tower above the main entrance. Before you enter, make sure
you have a moment to appreciate the ornate masonry on the arch the front door. Admission and tours are always free. The house of the Alamo has history, heritage and hair-raising sensation. 1. DOWN BY THE RIVER Walk along the sidewalks of River Walk/Paseo del Rio along the San Antonio River, a
level below the city streets. The trails swing between shops and restaurants (try Paesano's for tasty Italian, 111 W. Crockett St.; 210-227-2782), or you'll jump aboard a passenger ship from Rio San Antonio Cruises for a 35-minute ride (210-244-5700). 2. EXPERIENCING THE ALAMO Known as The
Sanctuary of Texas Liberty, this center landmark was the scene of a famous battle between settlers and the Mexican army in 1836. Children will enjoy seeing Davy Crockett's buckskin vest and exploring the old church and scenic grounds (300 Alamo Plaza; 210-225-1391). 3. TEXAS HERITAGE With
exhibits featuring a buffalo-hide teepee, the Institute of Texan Cultures celebrates the many ethnic groups that established the Lone Star State (801 S. Bowie St.; 210-458-2330). Hunger? Drink soup at El Mirador (722 S. St. Mary's St.; 210-225-9444). 4. HAPPENING HISTORY The artifacts and hands-on
exhibits in the White Museum delight visitors. Children rule the H-E-B Science Treehouse, with four levels of fun (3801 Broadway; 210-357-1900). Earl Abel's is a local favorite nearby, known for its fried chicken, catfish and pies (4210 Broadway; 210-822-3358). 5. A day in the park Take a picnic to
Brackenridge Park (3700 North St. Mary's St.) on the banks of the San Antonio River, where you can visit the zoo (210-734-7184), ride a miniature train and visit the Japanese tea garden. Kid-friendly restaurants in the area include Jim's (4108 Broadway; 210-828-5120) and Taco Cabana Inc. (2908
Broadway; 210-829-1616). 6. PLEASE TOUCH Kids can step into a giant bubble, hoist themselves up to a child-powered elevator, and make crafts at the San Antonio Children's Museum (305 E. Houston St.; 210-212-4453). For lunch, try Schilo's Delicatessen, famous for its wursts and homemade root
beer (424 E. Commerce St.; 210-223-6692). 7. UP, DOWN, ALL AROUND For a bird's eye view, ride to the top of the 750-foot-tall Tower of the Americas at HemisFair Park, site of the 1968 World's Fair; there's also an upscale restaurant inside (200 S. Alamo St.; 210-207-8572). Within walking distance is
La Villita (Little Village), one of the city's original settlements (418 Villita St.; 210-207-8610). 8. SAY SÍ TO SHOPPING Peruse 100 shops and pushcarts on Market Square/El Mercado, where you'll find pottery, textiles and a piñata for your next fiesta (514 W. Commerce St.; 210-207-8600). Eat out at Mi
Tierra (210-225-1262) and explore the center aboard one of the city's red reproduction street cars. 9. MISSION ACCOMPLISHED To learn more about the Spanish priests and Indians the area in the 18th century called home, you visit four missions (San Juan, Concepción, San José and Espada) along a
historical path. Tours explore religion, architecture, agriculture and cooking (Probandt (Probandt exit from I-10 East; 210-932-1001). 10. THRILLSVILLE The San Antonio area features two large theme parks and two water parks: SeaWorld San Antonio (10500 SeaWorld Dr.; 800-700-7786), Six Flags
Fiesta Texas (Interstate 10 and Loop 1604; 210-697-5050), Splashtown (3600 N. Interstate 35; 210-227-1400), and Schlitterbahn Waterpark (381 E. Austin St., New Braunfels; 830-625-2351). Schedules and attractions vary by season. LA QUINTA INN MARKET SQUARE Well priced for location and
within walking distance of many downtown attractions, La Quinta Inn Market Square offers a free continental breakfast and outdoor pool. Double rooms start at $89 per night. 900 Dolorosa St.; 210-271-0001; reservations at 800-531-5900; www.laquinta.com HILTON PALACIO DEL RIO Each room has its
own balcony and is decorated in Spanish style in this comfortable hotel located along the River Walk, two blocks from the Alamo. There's an outdoor pool and children's menu, plus a fitness center with whirlpool spa for parents. Double rooms start at $179 per night. 200 South Alamo St.; 210-222-1400;
reservations at 800-HILTONS; www.hilton.com HYATT REGENCY HILL COUNTRY RESORT AND SPA Located across from SeaWorld San Antonio (a 20-minute drive from downtown), this resort caters to families, with programming like cowboys singing around a campfire while guests make s'mores.
Other highlights include a spa with hot weather for children only, bike hire and a four-acre water park. Double rooms start at $140. 9800 Hyatt Resort Drive; 210-647-1234; reservations at 800-55-HYATT; www.hillcountry.hyatt.com THE FAIRMOUNT HOTEL Built in 1906, this hotel became the largest
structure ever transported on pneumatic tires when it was moved through downtown San Antonio in 1985. Children get a kick out of the hotel's history and feel comfortable in the casual Victorian atmosphere. The location is great, too, across the street from Hemis Fair Park and near major attractions in
the center. Double rooms start at $149 per night. 401 S. Alamo St.; 210-224-8800; www.thefairmounthotel-sanantonio.com Copyright © 2005. Reprinted with permission from the April 2005 issue of Child magazine. Magazine.
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